EDITORS’ PICKS: RHODE ISLAND

VINEYARD

Sakonnet Vineyard, Little Compton
New England’s oldest vineyard makes its
home in Little Compton, but it's hardly a
stodgy institution. New stewards James
Davids and Marissa Stashenko have
made mindful updates to the property,
along with launching new wines and a
new menu. Beyond light bites such as
flatbreads and charcuterie, recent offerings
include lobster rolls, roasted chicken,
and cookies. Situated on 169 acres, it's
a beautiful place for a taste of the Farm
Coast. sakonnetwine.com

STAY

COASTAL B&B

Sea Breeze Block Island, Block Island
You can visit Block Island, or you can

be immersed. If the latter is what you're
after, Sea Breeze is the place to stay. A
quick veer off a main road, and you've
arrived at the compound of small
cottages, artfully decorated and nestled
among gardens with an Atlantic Ocean
backdrop. A chef-cooked breakfast is
delivered each morning by picnic basket.
seabreezeblockisland.com

LUXURY B&B

Margin Street Inn, Westerly

The simplicity-loving Quakers who built
the 19th-century Greek Revival and
Colonial Revival mansions that make up
this luxurious inn might raise an eyebrow
if they could see what their former homes
have become. But modern guests revel in
the beautifully styled common spaces, the
spacious suites outfitted with Matouk and
Ralph Lauren linens, the morning reveal

of artist and innkeeper Sarah Cooper's
ever-changing frittatas, and the landscape
adorned with heritage trees and historic
outbuildings. Downtown is a pleasant
0.8-mile walk along the Pawcatuck River.
marginstreetinn.com

SHOP & PLAY

BODY & BATH BOUTIQUE

Beauty and the Bath, Wickford

Part of North Kingstown (which just
celebrated its 350th), the village of
Wickford is as picturesque as can be. Built
around a natural harbor, it boasts one of
the largest collections of 18th-century
architecture and a thriving shop-small
community. Among its merchant-boosters
is Lori Lyons, longtime owner of Beauty
and the Bath. Her cheerful shop is replete
with sleepwear, gifts, and bath and body
products in scents that range from luxe to
local (e.g., Rhody fave Del's Lemonade).
beautyandthebath.com
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COMMUNITY ARTS VENUE

The United Theatre, Westerly

This 1926 theater hasn't just been
renovated—it's been transformed. Three
screening rooms, a black-box theater, and
other performance and display spaces
occupy the restored vaudeville venue as
well as the long-shuttered Montgomery
Ward department store next door. Visitors
can catch a movie, hear a band, attend a
lecture, browse an art gallery, or pose in a
yoga class. unitedtheatre.org

GUIDED ADVENTURE

Rhode Island Lighthouse and Newport
Harbor Tour, North Kingstown

It doesn’t get more Ocean State than this
90-minute cruise. Listening to narration
by a historian who delivers information
with the panache of a TV journalist, you'll
pass by 10 historic beacons and lesser-
known small islands. Journey under the
Jamestown Verrazzano Bridge, see the
house built on a rock known as Clingstone,
and take in views of rolling lawns behind
grand mansions. fastferry.com

JAZZ VENUE

Courtland Club, Providence

On Sunday nights, jazz heats up a former
bakery on Federal Hill. Circa-1920 ovens
still occupy the wall behind the stage,
but the club’s “New England tropical”
food is 21st-century hip. The unmarked
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entrance at 51 Courtland Street conveys
a speakeasy vibe: Be brave, walk in, and
you'll be welcomed with a knowing wink
from the eclectic crowd of regulars bent
over craft cocktails and nodding to the
groove. courtlandclub.com

NEW FAMILY ATTRACTION

Harmony Railway & Gift Shop,
Chepachet

It's no accident this gift shop on Putnam
Pike resembles an old railroad station:

The front porch doubles as the depot for

a diesel-powered miniature train that runs
around a half-mile track for the amusement
of visitors as well as the satisfaction of
retired-firefighter-turned-conductor Russ
Gross. The ride ends back at a well-curated
shop full of local crafts, farm-raised honey,
soaps and lotions, and plenty of train-
related swag. harmonyriproducts.com

PUBLIC ART

The Avenue Concept, Providence
Providence’s reputation as Rhode Island’s
cultural capital is written all over the
city’s walls: Nearly 50 monumental
murals enliven old red-brick buildings,
with themes ranging from simple (fish,
flowers, pets) to whimsical (an angel-wing
selfie wall) to meaningful (Gaia’s “Still
Here,” which depicts Narragansett artist
Lynsea Montanari and nods to the state’s
extant Native American population). The
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